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Rector Reflection 
I love the 'holiday season', which contrary to commercial venues, does not actually begin until Thanksgiving 

and lasts through New Year's Day.  It is a time for feasting, fellowship, family, gratitude, gift giving and 
looking ahead to the year to come with hope.  I'll be honest, I put up the tree and lights right after 
Thanksgiving and begin listening to my favorite Christmas music.  I want to enjoy the season for as long as 

possible!   
 

However, as you are most likely aware, the 'holiday season' can be a painful one for those experiencing loss 
whether it be the loss of a job, a child, a spouse, one's health, hope and even one's faith. There are huge 

emotional expectations for this time of year that may go against real life challenges that one might be 

experiencing. We want to acknowledge and honor those realities and make prayerful space.  On Sunday, 

December 21, at 7:00pm Emmanuel will again be hosting the "Longest Night Christmas 

Observance".  This is a pastoral liturgy specifically designed to help those for whom the 'holiday season' is 

painful and maybe even depressing.  It is a service of hope and light that reflects on the Scripture readings 
around the Birth of Jesus Christ. It invites those who are feeling lost or grieving to come to the story of Jesus' 

birth in a way that names the real distress many people experience the season. This year we will be joined by 
the leadership and members from several area churches: Harmony United Methodist-Coos Bay, First 

Presbyterian-North Bend, Faith Lutheran-North Bend, and Gloria Dei, Coos Bay and St John's Episcopal-
Bandon.  If you know someone who would benefit from such a time of prayer and reflection invite them to 
attend. You may even offer to drive them to the service as many older adults do not drive at night. 

  
May God bless us all with a beautiful Advent of waiting, watching, hoping and healing 
as we hear salvation's story unfold. 

 
Blessings and peace, Patti+ 
 

Holiday Office Hours: 
Please also note the parish office will be closed on Wednesday, December 24 – 

Tuesday, December 30 in observance of the Christmas holiday.  
 

 
 

COMING ATTRACTIONS: 

❖ Sing We Now of Christmas concert by Summer Wind and Ripple Effect on December 7th at 4 p.m. 

❖ Distribution of Christmas Baskets on December 17, 18, and 19. 

❖ Longest Night service on December 21 at 7 p.m. 

❖ Christmas Eve service on December 24 at 6 p.m. 
 

 
   
Pledge cards 

If you haven’t returned your 2026 pledge card, please do so before Friday, December 19, so a 
budget draft can be presented to our Vestry at their December meeting and important decisions 

made.  If you need a pledge card sent to you, please let Kerri in the parish office know.  Pledge 
cards can also be picked up in the parish office or the church entryway.   

 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 1028 
400 Highland Avenue 
Coos Bay, OR  97420 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Christmas Poinsettias 
If you would like to make an offering toward the poinsettias that decorate 
our church at Christmas time in memory of or thanksgiving for a loved 

one, please contact the church office, and your remembrance will be 
included in the Christmas bulletins. Administrator@episcopalcoosbay.org 

or 541-269-5829  

 

Coos Food Cupboard 
For the month of December, the food cupboard would appreciate donations of canned soup.  Hearty soups 

make a comforting and filling meal for those neighbors of ours that are food insecure. 
 

If you prefer to make a monetary donation to the Coos Food Cupboard, please 

make your check out to “Coos Food Cupboard” and mail it to P.O. Box 1028, 
Coos Bay, OR 97420.   
 

Thank you for your continued and generous support of the Coos Food Cupboard! 
 

~submitted by Brian Sullivan 
 

 

                        Bishop's Visitation 
                                    Bishop Akiyama's scheduled official visitation to Emmanuel will be on Sunday, March                         
                                    1st, 2026.  Anyone desiring to be Baptized, who is not already Baptized, may want to  

                                    take this opportunity to make the public commitment to Christ in the sacrament of  

                                    Baptism.  

 
                                    In addition, anyone wishing to officially 'become an Episcopalian' can do so by   

                                    Confirmation or Reception (for those who were already Confirmed in the Roman  

                                    Catholic Church or the Orthodox Church) when the Bishop is here.  It is a simple  

ceremony during the Eucharist. Candidates come forward, we all recite the promises made at Baptism, then 
those being Confirmed or Received stand in front of the Bishop who lays her hands on your head and prays 
for you.   
 

Anyone desiring Baptism and/or Confirmation-Reception is invited to let Rev. Patti know right away so 
spiritual and practical preparations can be made within the next four months.  
 

Christmas Baskets Outreach 
Calling all of Santa’s elves. Everyone can help wrap presents!! There will be wrapping 
supplies in the undercroft.  We want to make it a real Christmas celebration for the whole 

congregation during extended coffee hours. 
 

Families will be able to pick up baskets at Emmanuel December 17th, 18th, and 19th. We 
will need elves from 10am-12pm, and 12pm-2pm all three days and additionally 4pm-7pm on 

Friday.  The sign-up sheet will be in the church entryway. 
 
Please contact Susan Foreman: 541-808-5242, smforeman.sf@gmail.com, acting Christmas 

Outreach Coordinator, to let us know how you would like to participate. 
 

mailto:Administrator@episcopalcoosbay.org


 
 

Gentle reminder:  
If you are not current on your 2025 pledge, please become so before December 
31st as it really helps the finance team in closing out the books for the year. All 

pledges/donations for the 2025 tax season must be received in the office 

postmarked by December 31, 2025.  THANK YOU!! 



  
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Knoll Gederos Birthday - December 8 

Ali Nicholson Birthday - December 9 

Tom Collins Birthday - December 14 

Pat Cross Heavenly Birthday - December 15 

Violet Laird Birthday - December 16 

Miranda Seldon Birthday - December 18 

Wyatt Laird Birthday - December 21 

Rev. Doug Hale Birthday - December 23 

Gene Svatos Birthday - December 23 

Brian & Ingrid Sullivan Anniversary - December 24 

Carla Courtney Birthday - December 26 

Diana Wall Birthday - December 31 

If you don’t see your name(s) on the birthday and anniversaries list, please let Kerri in the office know so we 

can add you to our parish list.  Thank you! 
 

 

**January Newsletter Submissions Deadline is Friday, December 19th** 


