Emmanuel Episcopal Church
P. O. Box 1028
400 Highland Avenue
Coos Bay, OR 97420

Rector’s Reflections
"Watchman, tell us of the night,
what its signs of promise are.
Traveler, what a wondrous sight:
see that glory-beaming star.
Watchman, does its beauteous ray,
news of joy or hope foretell?
Traveler, yes; it brings the day,
promised day of Israel."
Beautiful words from a beautiful Advent hymn.
Advent is that season where longing, waiting, watching, listening and preparing are the operative words of
focus. It is a time to both herald the coming of the Messiah, the Anointed One of Israel to save the
people. But also it is a time to look to the end of time when all that God has purposed for the creation comes
to pass in its fullness. That includes a raw identifying of sin and a judgment as much as the blessed vision of
God in all glory. The texts for Advent are rich with both judgment to stir the conscience and hopeful longing
to stir perseverance and commitment to faith.
What will your Advent be like?
The words of the hymn are powerful to me because they are dialogue between a 'Watchman' and a 'Traveler'.
In truth each one of us are both Watching and Traveling. We are expectant to see God move in our lives and
in the world. And we keep traveling, day by day, to the future that rests in God's loving hands. Advent is a
liminal season... a season that is both right now AND not yet. By that I mean that God's love and grace and
the kingdom itself are at hand.... and yet there is still the fulfillment of all time and all God's purposes that
remain in front of us. We are living in both realities at the same time. The Church insists that we not rush
into Christmas, but try to think on the longings of the world. Longings for peace, for equity, for harmony and
good will among people, for respect and to see God's love in our lives.
I would like to invite you into one way we will be doing this beginning on Wednesday, December 1 and
the Wednesdays of Advent thereafter. We regularly hold Evening Prayer every Wednesday evening at
7:00pm. This year for Advent, Evening Prayer will be extended a bit to include musicians we know and love
at Emmanuel who will offer music for our contemplation. Come join us in a slowing down during what is
often a 'rushed' season. Come let your heart and soul wonder about the vastness of God's love. Come pray
with us and become aware of what you truly LONG for in your soul and ask God to
meet you in your longing. It is an invitation to all the 'Watchmen' and
'Travelers'. Come. Let us be together and hear the joyful words of hope in the hymn:

Watchman, does its beauteous ray, news of joy or hope foretell?
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, promised day of Israel."
Amen and Amen.

The Rev. Sr. Patricia Hale, OPA

Parish Potluck Holiday Brunch
Sunday, December 5 at 10:30 AM
Please plan to join us and bring something you are inspired to share with the rest of us as we join in
fellowship with a parish potluck holiday brunch! Tara Johnson, director of the Devereux Center, will also be
our special guest speaker at the brunch to tell us about their work with the unhoused in Coos County and to
answer any questions you may have. Donations of feminine hygiene products are also still being
collected. It is an item that is rarely donated and always needed. Please have your donations turned in by
the 4th Sunday of each month. Thank you!

“Every Perfect Gift” - Stewardship 2022
To date we have received 38 pledges, totaling $137,476.00 in comparison to last year we received 53 pledges,
totaling $182,448.00. If we have not yet received your 2022 Pledge Card, please mail it in or drop it off as soon
as possible. Our 2022 budget requires the expected income to be as accurate as possible.
Gentle reminder:
If you are not current on your 2021 pledge please become so before December 31st as it really helps the finance
team in closing out the books for the year. All pledges/donations for the 2021 tax season must be received in the
office postmarked by December 31, 2021. THANK YOU!!

Coffee Hour returns in December
We are very excited to announce the re-start of Emmanuel’s coffee hour beginning in
December! Always a time of fellowship and friendship that we have enjoyed over the years, we
have missed the ability to gather after the Sunday service during the time of COVID.
Sign-up sheets will be maintained on the coffee bar near the kitchen, just like before. You can sign up as a host as
you did previously, or call the office at 541-269-5829.

2022 Episcopal Church Year Guide Kalendars are now available in the parish office. We ask for a
$3.00 donation. In addition, there is a selection of FREE 2022 calendars donated by several members of the
congregation so stop by and check them out!

Christmas Poinsettias
If you would like to make an offering toward the poinsettias that decorate our church at Christmas time in
memory of or thanksgiving for a loved one, please contact the church office,
Administrator@episcopalcoosbay.org or 541-269-5829. Your remembrance will be included in the Christmas
bulletins.

Senior Warden Report
Happy Holidays, Church Family! It’s been a wild year and as we come to a close, I want to give you all an
update on my time as Senior Warden, a position that was totally unexpected but timely in my faith journey.
As I mentioned before, nobody was more surprised than I when Rev. Patti approached me. I was clueless. I
was officially informed that this duty has only one official capacity; that is, to notify the bishop in the event
that the priest passes away. Thankfully, I never had to step up to that! I was unofficially informed at
convocation that duties also include “caring and feeding of the clergy.” I was glad and able to step up to this
effort on a handful of occasions, as the opportunities presented themselves. It has been an honor and
privilege to serve as one of Rev. Patti’s sounding boards. I highly recommend this experience for anyone who
may be called to be Senior Warden in 2022.
The end of December also means the end of my time on the Vestry. It has been a life-changing experience
and should not be missed by anyone who is called to expand their faith and dimension as a fellow human
being. I was called to serve my first year at the church and as a baptized Christian. It has sealed my love for
this parish and how it serves the community. I highly recommend this experience for anyone who wants to
grow in ways unimaginable.
This year also saw the rise of the Hospitality Guild. It has been a challenge for fully realizing the gifts of
those who opted in to this idea. What started as a mustard seed inspiration to host an occasional Sunday
dinner suddenly bloomed into a mission of love in the form of hospitality. We were called to host a reception
for the bishop, a welcome dinner for a group of traveling youth, and provide comfort to the grieving
following funerals. We also had a wonderful Sunday BBQ over the summer and look forward to a future
brunch potluck. What’s more, the preschool space is filled with decorations and preparations for charitable
gift-giving through the annual Christmas Basket program, headed by Patti Nichols.
Many more programs have been suggested including informative workshops and special interest groups for
crafting. The Hospitality Guild needs a fearless leader who can see these ideas through to fruition. As for me,
I will be traveling extensively in 2022 and can only commit to the Sunday Dinner effort. Please consider
stepping into this wonderful outreach opportunity.
When I arrived on the steps of Emmanuel on Good Friday of 2018, I had no idea that I would be staying. I
am a reluctant Christian; that is, I love the teachings of Jesus but I’m not crazy about his people. You folks
have turned that around for me (at least inside of these walls). My life has changed so completely over the
past 3+ years that I have decided that my “rebirth” affords me the right to assume my given Christian name,
which is actually “Kathleen.” I have begun introducing myself as such to all new
acquaintances. I will always answer to “Susan” but please know that Kathleen is my
preferred name and is synonymous with my new life, a life that is, for the first time, truly
mine.
Emmanuel parish has been a life-changing and life-giving experience for me. I wish the
same for each and every one of you. Merry Christmas.

Kathleen Susan Vineyard, Senior Warden

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*
Virginia Roush’s Family and Martha
Butler’s Family thank you for your
loving concern and prayers.

Food for Thought
In reading, Part II: (From How to Think Like a Monk by Jay Shetty)
Another idea that I am using from this book is about lists. I'm always
making "to do" lists - usually several! The book discusses the idea of
"To Be" lists. For instance, Today's "To Be" list might be: Be more

patient with my grandchildren or Be better at listening to others,
etc. Each day is a new "To Be" list - and just one thing on it is great!
I wanted to share this in case it was helpful to others…
~Respectfully submitted by Nancylee Stewart

December/Liturgy Music Highlights
Greetings Emmanuel,
There will be a special offering of music at the 7:00 PM Wednesday Evening Prayer services during Advent.
Please welcome and enjoy the offerings of these musicians in December either in-person or the services will
be Live Streamed on our YouTube channel, Emmanuel Parish Coos Bay”:
December 1: Kate Moody

December 8: Nancy Clarke

December 15: Cullen Cribbins

December 22: Tom Collins

Friday, December 24, 4:00 PM Christmas Eve Service: Robert Cribbins will be playing music as we gather.
People are welcome to hum to the hymns with their masks on but no singing is permitted.
Sunday, December 26: Lessons and Carols
If you have a favorite carol you would like included in the Sunday morning service on December 26, please
email coco@katemusic.com or call (503) 701-1951. We will be singing with masks and the windows will be
open for maximum ventilation. Make sure to dress warmly.
Wishing you a blessed season, Kate Moody

Christmas Baskets Ministry
The Christmas Basket program is well underway – to date we have about 26 families with some 70
children. We are hoping that the remaining four families send in their forms by the end of the week. A lot of
the shopping has been done and in the coming weeks, we will need volunteers to help wrap gifts. A special
thank you to Books by the Bay for providing a 30% discount so each child receives a book as well.
Tables, paper, scissors, wrapping paper, etc., are all in the Playschool room as well as a CD player and
Christmas music CDs should you want to have to make the atmosphere “merry and bright”! Kerri or Patti
can open the room – please call the Church office or Patti at 541-252-1076 to make sure someone will be
there.
Thank you for all your help and have a wonderful Christmas holiday. Patti Nichols

Junior Warden Report
Our church building is looking fresh and shiny with its new paint job. Acacia Paint has been
diligent and responsive in their work as they wrap up the last few details. I’d like to give a
“shout out” to our sexton, Eric, for his expertise and painter’s eye overseeing the job. He was
a big help – especially noticing some color issues my color-confused eyes didn’t catch.
The church gas furnaces are showing their age as those of you attending the
November 21 Sunday service experienced! The sanctuary isn’t very warm
when the furnace doesn’t work. I met with the HVAC technician, and he
was able to get the two sanctuary furnaces working. Unfortunately, the fix probably won’t
last as both units have quite a bit of corrosion and could easily breakdown again. I’m
meeting with Addcox Heating the first week of December to get a replacement estimate.
The grounds are looking trim and neat thanks to the volunteer efforts of Al Rumsch and
Doug Laird. They are always looking for volunteers to join their team.
Best wishes to all for the Christmas season. We have much to be thankful for.

Dave Laird, Junior Warden

Coos Food Cupboard
In November, the Coos Food Cupboard and volunteers were able to provide 125 Thanksgiving Dinner boxes
to our clients with the generous donations from the church, our community and a grant provided by South
Coast Food Share.
Donations of toilet paper, socks and woolen gloves for the month of December are greatly appreciated.
If you have any questions or would like to volunteer, please email me at d.schab@gmail.com .
To make a monetary donation, please make checks out to Coos Food Cupboard and mail to P.O. Box 1028,
Coos Bay, OR 97420.
Thank you for your support of the Coos Food Cupboard! Diana Schab

January Bible Study
Beginning on Wednesday evenings in January in the Children's Chapel, Rev. Patti will hold a Bible
Study on the Gospel of Luke. We will use the resource by Forward Movement called "A Journey
with Luke". Books will be available in the parish office and a voluntary donation of $10.00 would
be appreciated. If you are interested in joining, please contact the office and sign up with Kerri.
Email: Administrator@episcopalcoosbay.org
Phone: 541-269-5829

Save the Date, January 30 - Parish Annual Meeting
This is an official call for parish volunteers to serve a 3 year term on the church’s leadership board called the
Vestry. Vestry obligations include an active faith and participation in the life of the congregation, attending
monthly meetings on the third Sunday at 11:00am-12:30pm, and a desire to share in the leadership of
Emmanuel Parish. If you think you want to volunteer, let Kerri in the office know. If you have any
questions, feel free to contact Rev. Patti.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Knoll Gederos Birthday - December 8
Ali Nicholson Birthday - December 9
Hannah Payne Birthday - December 12
Sully Payne Birthday - December 13
Pat Cross Birthday - December 15
Violet Laird Birthday - December 16
Miranda Seldon Birthday - December 18
Wyatt Laird Birthday - December 21
Rev. Doug Hale Birthday - December 23
Gene Svatos Birthday - December 23
Brian & Ingrid Sullivan Anniversary - December 24
Carla Courtney Birthday - December 26
Claire Hanson Birthday - December 27
Diana Wall Birthday - December 31
If you don’t see your name(s) on the birthday and anniversaries list, please let Kerri in the office know so we
can add you to our parish list. Thank you!

**January Newsletter Submissions Deadline is Thursday, December 23rd**

