
     

 

Priest Musings  
 

"Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 

behold and tend this vine; * 

    preserve what your right hand has planted." Psalm 80:14 

 

As I sit to compose this reflection I look out from my desk to the trees across the street from Emmanuel. At 
this moment they are in gorgeous full bloom with a pale pink blossom. We have some daffodils that are 

opening in the parish flower beds too. I see new growth everywhere I look around the parish yard.  Today 
happens to be bright and sunny with clear skies. A welcome relief from the rain we've had in recent days.   

 
The Psalm I quoted at the beginning was in the Office of Morning Prayer for today.  The verse leapt out at 
me as a beautiful prayer for the church!  We are well into the Lenten season now in which the Body of Christ 

looks inward to take a fearless and searching inventory of ourselves.  This is not for punishment's sake. It is to 
do what is needful in "pruning the vine" that is our soul. We must clip away what is dead. We must nurture 

and 'fertilize' that which is stretching upward toward the sun hoping to unfurl new leaves.  
 

Lent is a season in which we pray very specifically for the Church as a whole but we "tend the vine", as it 
were, by taking seriously the work of our own repentance and change.  When I read this verse this morning it 
rang out in my heart as a plea for the Holy Spirit to help us persevere in learning how to be more like Jesus 

day by day.   
 

  "Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and tend this vine; * 

    preserve what your right hand has planted."  

 
 Sounds a lot like the Collect for Good Friday: 

 

"Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord 

Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer 

death upon the cross..." 

 
May the Lord hear our prayers for our parish and for all the Body of Christ as we long 

to see Jesus in resurrected glory.  Patti+ 
 

 

 
Don’t forget to set your clocks  

ahead one hour on Sunday, March 14th! 
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Coos Food Cupboard 
The canopy/sign for the food cupboard has seen better days!  Based on the deterioration and current 
condition of the canopy, it was decided by the Coos Food Cupboard board to explore options to have it 

replaced.  They are currently working on a contract with a local business to complete this project in the 
upcoming months. 
 

In addition to replacing the canopy, the need for improved security and lighting was discussed, especially 
with recent vandalism to the entryway door and window.  Also in consideration, the food cupboard added 

another day of operation in 2019 on Thursdays from 5 PM - 7 PM.  Volunteers have expressed a lack of light 

and visibility around the entrance and sidewalks in these later hours of operation.  
 

Brian Sullivan, Dave Laird and Rev. Patti have been in discussion for the need to install permanent light 
fixtures around the parish office and food cupboard building to address these concerns.  It is estimated this 

project will cost in the range of $1500 - $2000 so we are asking the generous people of Emmanuel to consider 
a one-time donation to help fund this much needed improvement to the church’s security and grounds.   
 

To make a donation, please make checks out to Emmanuel Episcopal Church and write “Security Lights” in 
the memo line.  Checks can be mailed to P.O. Box 1028, Coos Bay, OR 97420 or dropped off in the parish 
office during business hours.  Thank you for your continued support of the Coos Food Cupboard! 
 

 

New Vestments for Rev. Patti 
Special occasions often call for special clothing, and so it was, when Loanne Lark learned that Rev. Patti 
would have a role in the Consecration of our new Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Dr. Diana Akiyama this January. 

We were all proud that Patti would be among the participants at this service, and Loanne was inspired to 
offer to create new vestments for her for the occasion. 
 

As a member of the Dominican Order, Patti’s vestments are of a traditional design, consisting of the capuce, 
the hooded cape; and the scapular, the long two-piece garment that hangs from the shoulders. Each has a 
history from the early years of the order. The scapular is in the form of an apron, reminding the wearer to live 

a Christian life of service. The capuce is worn in place of a hat, and may be raised when in meditation and 
other circumstances.   
 

Upon Patti’s consent for the project, Loanne asked Janet Huggins to participate in the construction of the 
garments. Loanne has a background as a high-fashion designer in San Francisco and Seattle, crafting 

collections of one-of-a-kind clothing. Janet grew up sketching dress designs and sewing clothing for herself. 
 

The two laid out the fabric in the undercroft, and without a pattern, and working by measure and by eye, 

Loanne cut out the pieces of the garments and fit them to Patti. Janet brought her sewing machine and 
Loanne other needed notions and equipment, and they set up shop in the Parish Library. In a few weeks, the 

new habit was completed, and Patti was off to the Consecration.  
 

Both Loanne and Janet enjoyed the process of making the garments, learning about 

their significance and the history of the order founded by St. Dominic, a contemporary 
and acquaintance of St. Francis of Assisi. It was good fellowship and a way of 

honoring Patti for her valued service among us.  
 

~Respectfully submitted by Janet Huggins 



Meet the New Members of Your Vestry 
The new Vestry members were asked to share their answers to the following questions:  
1.)    Why do you feel called to serve? 

2.)    What is your vision for the future of Emmanuel? 

3.)    What skills do you bring to lead us toward that vision? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Jill Davidson: 
I feel called to serve on the Vestry to help make decisions that are important for the 
church & all members.  

 
My vision for the future of Emmanuel is to engage all members regardless of age.  

 
The skills I bring to our Vestry, is a perspective from a family point of view, with kids 

still in the home, & what that brings to Emmanuel.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Neville Cordell: 
We are living in extraordinarily difficult times, both here in American and in the 
world.  Before last year, who had even heard of the phrase “global pandemic”?  Who 
could even imagine how deadly this would be?  And yet here we are.  As God’s 

people, just trying to get through this awful mess.  But then as God’s people, this is 
what we have always been called to do.  By serving on the vestry, I hope to do my 

part. 
 

 
My vision for the future of Emmanuel is that our church will continue to exist.  Throughout all these tough 
times of unprecedented change, my hope is that we will make it through, and grow closer as we do this.  I 

hope that we will listen to each other and be there for each other. 
 

I think that my greatest skill is being able to listen to other people.  After many years of working in the mental 
health field with children, adults and families, I have learned that there is no simple answer to life’s problems.  

I also bring the love of music and singing! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Kerry Oxford:   
There is a diagnosis code we used to use in the Emergency Room called “G.O.K.”.  This stands for “God 
only knows.”  I would love to say that there was a “burning bush” but truthfully at the time it felt like the 
right thing to do and it still does.  I was once told “say yes to God and then duck!” 

 
I feel that the COVID virus has created changes and challenges for everyone in our community, and I would 

like to see Emmanuel be a “Beacon of Hope” for our members and our community at large.  I’ve been a 

member of Emmanuel for 44 years so I’ve obviously seen a lot of changes but I’ve seen Emmanuel sustain 

and rise to the change and challenges. 
 
I am new so I mostly look forward to learning from the present vestry members.  I’ve 

served as a lay minister, parish nurse and sing in both the contemporary and 
traditional choirs.  The skills I hopefully can contribute will be my positivity, 

creativity, sense of humor, and ability to see both sides of a debate which can result in 
compromise and “win-win” situations. 

 

Thank you for allowing me to serve, Kerry L. Oxford 

 

 



Junior Warden Report 
Carbon Monoxide detectors have been installed in the sanctuary and the alter 

area.  If you hear a shrill, piecing sound from any of the monitors clear the area 
and call 911.  Carbon Monoxide isn’t flammable, but it is toxic and dangerous. I 
don’t expect any problems, but anytime you have gas appliances best practices call 

for CO monitors.   
 

 

The memorial plaque in memory of Tim Wall is ready to install next to the bike 

rack as soon as we have a few warm days.  The verse was chosen by Sue Wall and 

the family. 

 

 

Roseburg Refrigeration & Heating has successfully fixed an issue with 

the exhaust venting on our gas furnace units. As warm exhaust 

traveled through the exhaust pipes, it would condense, and water was 

leaking out of the joints and covering the furnace room floor with 

water.  It also created a situation where carbon monoxide gas might 

leak.  They disassembled and re-plumbed the system and made sure 

there were no more leaks.  We now have a dry furnace room floor, and 

we don’t need to be worried about gas leaks. 

 

Another repair project is a long-standing leak in the education wing.  Various attempts to fix the leak over the 
past few years have stopped the leak for a while but it seems to keep coming back – especially with heavy 

rainfall and lots of south wind! 
 
After closer inspection, it was clear the issue was in the roof and 

room above the pre-school classroom. I hired a contractor to 
track down the leak. He determined we needed to expose the 

problem to the light of day.  The attached pictures do a good job 
of explaining the problem.   

 
Repairs are on a short hold as we need to find a roofer to fix the 
problem at the source.  Once that is done, the contractor will fix 

the wood issues, reseal the wall, and put things back in order.  
Given the age of our building it’s not surprising that we have 

occasional bumps in the road.   
 

One of our security lights had stopped working.  It turned out to be a burnt out “Dusk-

Dawn” sensor.  One of my “other brothers”, Andy Laird, owns a commercial lighting 
company in Eugene.  His technician was in the area and fixed the problem.  Now all the 

security lights work as expected.   
 

I’d like to give special thanks to another brother, Doug Laird who has been so helpful as 
we track down a heater problem in the Shepherd House rental.   

 

Enjoy the upcoming spring – I noticed the trees across from the church are in bloom 

as well as the daffodils around the grounds.  What an uplifting sight to see the yearly 

reminders of renewal and faith. 
 

Dave Laird, Junior Warden 



 
 

Coos Bay School District, Little Pirates Preschool Promise 
The preschool now has 13 children enrolled.  They have decided to put a pause on actively enrolling new 
children into the program until Coos County is out of the “Extreme Risk” category. 

 

Lead Teacher Dan, Assistant Teacher Sara and Assistant Teacher Peyton share, “Thank you for the cookies, 

your kind greetings, tossing the errant ball back inside the playground fence, and helping to gather extra 

clothes and materials to make the classroom a success.  It has so far been a wonderful experience and thank 

you again to Emmanuel parishioners for your welcome, kindness and patience.” 
 

They extend special thank you’s to Dave & Terrye Laird, Myrle Ellingsen, Pat & Nancy Cross, Al Rumsch & 

Suzanne Fischer, and Joe & Xandra McKeown for their in-kind donations.  They have been put to good use 
and very much enjoyed! 
 

If you would like to donate to the preschool, they would greatly appreciate any of the following items: 

*outdoor playground balls 
*fragrance free laundry pods 

*Cheerios or boxes of raisins 
*bubble solution and wands 

*diversity dolls  
 

Donations are tax deductible.  TAX ID #93-0458490   
 

Thank you! 
 

 

Printer for Sale 
A team of volunteers at Emmanuel have been cleaning, organizing and purging the upstairs parish offices.  
One of the items is a printer about 3 years old that was barely used by our preschool that we no longer need.  

We are asking $200 but open to offers.  If you are interested, please email the parish office at 
administrator@episcopalcoosbay.org. 

  
DETAILS:  

condition: like new 
make / manufacturer: Hewlett Packard 

model name / number: OFFICE JET PRO/ 8720 BLC 

size / dimensions: 17.7x19.7x13.4 
installation software /owner's manual: included and complete 

 

     



Music Ministry 
Dear Emmanuel Friends, 

As a follow-up to Fragrance-Free February you might be interested in this blog post, 
"Personal Care Products Rival Cars as Contributors to Emissions": 
https://www.naturalgrocers.com/health-hotline-article/earth-watch-personal-care-

products-rival-cars-contributors-emissions?mc_cid=17958c3789&mc_eid=af3a15a412 
 

It turns out that avoiding products with artificial fragrances is not only important for 
singers, but also for the planet! 

 

Gratefully yours, Kate Moody 
 

Beware of Scams 
We've heard of several scams happening over the last few weeks to members of our congregation. One posed 

as a representative of Amazon and asked for credit card information and another posed as someone who 
requested remote access to the person's computer because they claimed it had been infected with a virus but 

instead downloaded their account information.  
 

Please be careful if you get a message or call that doesn't seem quite right.  You can always ask them for a 
call back name and number and give us a call at the parish office.  We are more than willing to help you 
identify whether it is legitimate or a scam. 

 
Here is some helpful information from St. Luke’s in Gresham:   

If you receive a spam/scam text, send a screenshot of the message to short code 7726—which spells “SPAM” 
on your keypad. Doing so allows cell phone carriers to identify the senders of scam messages and take steps 

to limit messages from them going forward. 
 
Northwest Community Credit Union also has a very detailed page dedicated on how to spot a scam, where 

to report scams to and resources on how to recover from one if you a victim of a scam here: 
https://www.nwcu.com/learn/how-to-catch-phone-scam 
 

 

 
Special Days in March 

 

Cullen Cribbins Birthday - March 10 

Darleen Atkinson Birthday - March 11 

Kellen Cahill Birthday - March 20 

John Powell Birthday - March 28 

Doug Laird Birthday - March 30 

Megan Chaney Bingham Birthday - March 30 

Andy Nasburg Birthday - March 31 
 

**April Newsletter Submissions Deadline is Friday, March 26th** 
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