
     

 

Rector Reflection  
It is truly Lent for the people of Ukraine.... They are suffering and carrying an unjust cross.   

One story I have heard is that the Chief Rabbi of Ukraine, Yaakov Dov Bleich, called on all Christians to 
join with Jews in praying Psalm 31 for Ukraine.  I love the idea of Christians and Jews praying Psalm 31 

together in a plea for God's refuge. We pray WITH Ukraine not just for them. 
 
Likewise, the following prayer has been going around the internet. It was offered by a woman after 

evacuating from Ukraine. Her husband is an Ukrainian pastor and she noted that his family is currently in 

occupied territory and she is unable to have contact with him.  What you will notice about this prayer is that 

it does not call for annihilation of the Russian army, but a foiling and thwarting of their ability to make war. I 
like that. If you are led to pray for Ukraine, I invite you to both pray Psalm 31 and the prayer of this 

Ukrainian refugee as we stand with our neighbors in Ukraine and Russia who are under siege by the actions 
of the current regime. 
 

Father God, may the attackers' fingers freeze; may they drop things; 

May they not see clearly; May their equipment malfunction; 

May they experience overwhelming hopelessness, enormous fatigue and a complete loss of any desire to fight; 
May their communication be broken; may there be confusion.  Lead them to surrender. 

Stretch the kilometers before them in endless kilometers of non-advancement. 

Remove their leadership and replace them with people who made decisions that reflect a fear of you. 

 
O God, infuse defenders with incredible surges of renewed alertness, strength, hope and courage. 

Inspire those who want to help.  Show them specific, effective ideas.  Move them swiftly and safely. 

 
The worst is yet to come, Lord, if you do not stop it.  But please, no peace where there is no peace. 

We ask for peace united with righteousness and truth. 

 
God of all comfort, be physically present with all mothers, fathers, grandparents and children who are hiding, 

hearing, smelling, enduring. Warm them; fill them with food; 

Give them water, toilets, communication with their loved ones, and the Gospel hope in you. 

 
We repent of making idols of political leaders and news outlets. 

Forgive us for wanting them to be our gods and saviors. 

Forgive us from being unreasonable, for not wanting to admit both the good and bad in all 

of our leaders.   
It is this spirit that leads us to dictators because we abandon responsibility and reason.  

We confess the seeds of war that live in our own hearts.   

We humble our hearts and our bodies.   

We ask for your mercy. 

Thank you that you love mercy and have all power. 

Amen. 
 

See you in church!  Patti+ 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 1028 
400 Highland Avenue 
Coos Bay, OR  97420 
 



 
 

Sunday, April 10, 9:00am, Palm Sunday service at Emmanuel 

  
Wednesday, April 13, 11:00am, Chrism Mass at Church of the Resurrection in Eugene 

Wednesday, April 13, 7:30pm Prayer Vigil for Ukraine at Emmanuel 

  
Thursday, April 14, 7:00pm, Maundy Thursday service at Emmanuel 

  

Friday, April 15, 12:00pm, Good Friday service at Emmanuel 
  

Saturday, April 16, 6:30pm, Easter Vigil at St. Mary the Virgin Episcopal Church in Gardiner 

(please be at Emmanuel at 5pm if you want to carpool) 
  

Sunday, April 17, 6:30am, Ecumenical Easter Service at Sunset Beach 

Sunday, April 17, 9:00am, Easter Sunday service at Emmanuel 
  
Easter Brunch 
Join us for an Easter Brunch after the Easter service on Sunday, April 17, sponsored by the Hospitality Guild.  If 
you are willing to help setup, clean up or provide one of the following menu items, please contact Kathleen 

Susan Vineyard at 541-808-2229 or ksusanvineyard@gmail.com or sign up in the undercroft. 
Menu items:  ham, green beans, deviled eggs, side salads, desserts, rolls, orange juice or champagne.   
  

In Memory of Pastor Gene   
We invite the ladies to wear their best Easter hats or bonnets in memory of Pastor Gene on April 17. 
  

Easter Memorials  
Memorial gifts for Easter altar flowers or individual lilies can be arranged through the parish office. If you would 
like to make an offering toward Easter flowers, please drop it off at the office, mail it in or put it in the offering 

plate, noting who it is in memory or honor of.  
 

Please note:  The parish office will be closed Friday, April 15 and Monday, April 18 in observance of the 
holiday. 
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St. Mary the Virgin Episcopal Church, Gardiner 
A gaggle of Rev. Patti’s groupies infiltrated the tiny church of St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church in Gardiner Saturday evening on March 5, just as the sun 

was setting over the Smith River. It was a beautiful service, the first in the 
season of lent. The parishioners were delighted with our participation as we 
are when others join with us in Coos Bay! I encourage everyone who is able 

to support this new traveling ministry along the south coast. Sharing the gifts 

of Rev. Patti and the presence of our congregation go a long way to healing 

and serving our struggling church communities. Thank you Bishop Akiyama 
and Reverend Patti for your answering of this prayerful call!  

 
Summer is coming — Nothing better than a road trip up or down the coast to soothe the savage soul!   The 
next Saturday service held at St. Mary will be April 2.  If you are interested in carpooling, please be at 

Emmanuel at 4:00pm. 
 

Happy April, everyone! 

Kathleen Susan Vineyard 

 

Welcome back, Tom Collins! 
It is with joy that I announce that Tom Collins will be re-joining Emmanuel Parish 
as our Music Director as of May 1, 2022. Tom wished to share the following 
thoughts on his ministry with us as we begin a new chapter of our parish journey.  

Patti+ 

 
Tom writes: 

“I want to share with you some of my deepest convictions about music and worship. 
 
Music is an expression of our love for God and the means of expressing our gratitude 

for all the blessings He has given us. 
 

In the Bible, we discover that music was central to the worship of Israel. In both 

testaments we find many hymns, psalms and canticles.  The early church adopted 

the book of psalms as its hymnal, while also incorporating new songs of praise to 
Christ the Lord. Many of these are embedded in New Testament text. 
 

In our Anglican tradition we have a rich treasure of music, both vocal and 
instrumental.  Our goal is always to choose music to glorify God and assist the 

worshipping community in lifting hearts and minds to God in praise and adoration.   
 

Our music can also serve as a powerful witness to those who are searching for a faith 
of their own. It is a wonderful way of expressing ‘the hope that is within us’.  Let us 
pray that our music will not only edify us as a parish, but will also touch those 

seeking a new relationship with Christ. 
 

Faithfully in Christ, Tom Collins” 
 



Meet Your Vestry - Liz Cowden 
Since Emmanuel Parish has been my church home for 50 years I was happy to say yes when asked to serve 
on the vestry.  
 

Emmanuel is a wonderful family of parishioners with many varying gifts. I envision future  
growth at Emmanuel both in members and ways to serve Christ in our community as needs  

of the community change.    
 

My past experiences as school teacher and principal, plus 20 years volunteering with our  
food cupboard, should help me positively contribute to those needs and changes.   

 

Blessings, Liz Cowden 

 

 

Junior Warden Report 
 

       ROOF REPAIR:  
The dormer roof repair is completed and has weathered several rain cycles with no leaks. Pacific Coast 

Restoration stripped back the roof around the dormer. They discovered copper flashing around the dormer – 
probably from the original roof when the church was built! 

 
The “new” roof installed over 25 years ago was put down with galvanized nails which caused galvanic 

reaction with the copper and created holes for water to infiltrate the structure.  It’s possible and most likely 
the rest of the dormers are in a similar situation, which highlights the need to get serious about fund raising to 

replace the entire roof system. 

 
       FURNACE INSTALLED:  
Addcox Heating replaced the sanctuary furnaces. They passed code inspection as well. 

 
       SHEPHERD HOUSE:  

Rev. Patti is presenting a list of improvements to the Diocese for funding. Items include new flooring, heating 
system, new appliances, painting, vanity, and some interior repairs/modifications. Pat Cross and Nat Jaeggli 
are helping with the project.    

 
        LIFT REPAIR:  
Nationwide Lifts of Oregon was called in to service our lift. The last inspection and service was in 2018. 
Since then, the lift had developed a pronounced clunking noise and a lurch when lifting from the ground 

floor. The technician discovered a broken wire to the control board and several out of adjustment sensor 
switches. Everything now works smoothly and safely. 

  

Respectfully Submitted, Dave Laird 
 

            



 
 

Coos Food Cupboard 
Donations of toilet paper are appreciated! SNAP benefits do not cover the cost of essential, non-food items such 
as toilet paper so the Coos Food Cupboard is asking for donations of toilet paper this month. 

 
The Coos Food Cupboard has greater purchasing power by buying in bulk through the South Coast Food Share 

so if you would like to make a monetary donation, please make the check out to Coos Food Cupboard and mail 
to P.O. Box 1028, Coos Bay, OR 97420. Thank you for your support!  

 
~Submitted by Brian Sullivan 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Dave Laird Birthday - April 4 

Kerry Oxford Birthday - April 4 

Janet Huggins Birthday - April 5 

Judy Jennings Birthday - April 10 

Mark Jennings Birthday - April 13 

Joe & Xandra McKeown Anniversary - April 17 

Nat & Sally Jaeggli Anniversary -April 20 

Shaymus Hanlin Birthday - April 21 

Nancy Clarke Birthday - April 23 

Sawyer Payne Birthday - April 23 

 

If you don’t see your name(s) on the birthday and anniversaries list, please let Kerri in the office know so we 

can add you to our parish list.  Thank you! 

 
**May Newsletter Submissions Deadline is Friday, April 22nd** 



 


