
    

 

Rector Reflection 
 

"Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his courts."   Psalm 96:8 
 
Your Vestry is hard at work planning our annual Stewardship Dinner scheduled for Sunday, November 6, 
2022 from 4pm-6pm.  We have not been able to hold one for a few years so this is a special treat. But what is 

its purpose?  Its purpose is to come together, to share a special meal as a parish family, and to pray and 
consider our offerings of time, talent and treasure for the year ahead.  In sitting down to write October's 

Rector Reflection, it seems a good time to talk about what it is we mean when we use the word 'Offering'.   

 

In the Holy Scriptures 'offering' is used 272 times.  There are grain offerings, sin offerings, restitution 
offerings, thank offerings, offerings of praise and well-being.  What are we doing when we 'offer' 
something?  The idea is that in response to God something important to us, precious to us, even costly to us 

is offered to God as a demonstration of our love and devotion.  In the Old Testament you will note the 
practice of animal sacrifice described at length.  Agrarian peoples know the value of livestock. To offer a 

whole animal, without blemish, the very best of the flock for ritual sacrifice is a powerful, meaningful and 
costly thing to do.  It is meant to demonstrate that the giver is sincere and desiring to be in a right relationship 

with God.  In the New Testament it is understood that Jesus himself became for us the 'Lamb of God', a final 
once and for all sacrifice, at the cross to do away with animal sacrifice or sacrifices in show only without a 
real commitment to God. God sends his Son. The best that God had to offer.  God sent Jesus to shed his 

blood (God's own blood) so that in Jesus' dying and rising we need only offer the sacrifice of praise and 
worship through Christ.  Christ becomes the righteous offering for all who believe in him and for all 

time.  That's the theology behind offering. Sacrificial self-giving that models Christ's sacrifice and the love of 
God. 

 
We make financial pledges to the church. In doing so it is a spiritual act of worship. We give to God. We 
give in response to what God has done in our lives and we give to empower God's work to be on-going in the 

world. We also make offerings of our talents.  For example, people who have a gift for music prepare and 
offer music for our corporate worship.  We offer the best we have to give.  Such offerings also are made with 

our time.  I think of the 'yard boys' Doug Laird and Al Rumsch. They give their time and sweat to make the 
physical grounds at Emmanuel beautiful.  There are many ways to make an offering.  The importance of 

making a financial offering is that it is an essential spiritual practice that goes beyond just 'admiring' God's 
sacrificial love in Christ to 'action' that demonstrates our love for God and our commitment to live for God 
as disciples of Jesus Christ.  The amount we give of time, talent and treasure is between you and God.  But 

the fact THAT we give of ourselves for the work of God in the world is what matters.  It is our response to 
God's love that makes our lives a 'living sacrifice' to honor God in all we do. 

 

Please save the date for our Stewardship Dinner.... November 6th, 4:00pm-6:00pm. The Vestry is hosting 

the meal.    
 

"I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and 

acceptable and perfect."  Romans 12:1-2 

See you Sunday!  Rev. Patti+ 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 1028 
400 Highland Avenue 
Coos Bay, OR  97420 
 



 Thank you, Al Rumsch, for keeping the church grounds looking beautiful! 

 

 

                                              
 

 
Blessing of the Animals 

Sunday, October 2, 2022 at 9:00 AM 
We will hold our Blessing of the Animals service in conjunction with the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi.  
Please bring your leashed dogs, crated cats, or other special critters as we pray for them and give thanks for 

the gift of their presence in our lives.  It is a service of worship and thanksgiving for God our Creator and the 
beauty and joy of creation. If you have lost an animal, please bring a picture of them and we will remember 

them as well. Weather permitting we will be holding the service outside in the breezeway/driveway.  
 

 

Coos Food Cupboard 
The Coos Food Cupboard needs your help! Donations of empty egg 
cartons are needed and appreciated. To donate, you can drop off in the 
Emmanuel church office during business hours or Monday and Thursday 

at the Food Cupboard between 9AM-10AM. 
 

To make a monetary donation, please make checks out to Coos Food 

Cupboard and mail to: 

P.O. Box 1028 
Coos Bay, OR 97420 
 

Thank you for your support of the food cupboard, Brian Sullivan 

                  
 

Devereux Center 
We continue to collect needed donations of hygiene products for the Devereux Center.  They are asking for 

disposable razors and travel size shaving cream for their clients.  Please have your donations to the parish 
office before the final Friday of each month if you are able to help with this important ministry of Emmanuel.  

Thank you! 



          
Volunteer Opportunity 
Washed Ashore needs a variety of volunteers with a wide range of skills and abilities to help them in their 
mission.  From gallery docents to plastic cutters, to crafters, to workshop leaders, they need your 
skills!  Washed Ashore is a charitable organization which focuses on environmental education.  Using 

plastics and other items found on our local beaches they create giant marine sculptures which are used to 
educate the world about plastic pollution. If you are interested in joining the work on environmental issues 

this is a real opportunity to help.  They have recently opened a workshop here, in Coos Bay, at 1584 N. 7th 
street (just down the street from Dave’s Pizza).  Currently they are open for volunteers to join their work on 

Wednesdays between 3:00 PM and 7:00PM. For further information you can email them at 
volunteer@washedashore.org. 
 

~submitted by Elizabeth Roman 
 

 

 

From the Diocese of Oregon:  

The Annual Meeting of the Convention of the Diocese of Oregon  
Dear friends in Christ, 
The 134th Annual Meeting of the Convention of the Diocese of Oregon will take place 

online via Zoom on Saturday, October 29, 2022. This decision is a response to the very 
positive reviews we received after the last several virtual Annual Meetings of the 

Convention. Members of our Diocese found the virtual format to be more accessible because it eliminates the 
need to travel long distances.  Given the current price of gasoline and predictions that it will continue to rise, 

the virtual meeting will significantly reduce expenses related to travel. As well, many preferred the efficiency 
gained from conducting our business in a virtual format. We are always seeking ways to be good stewards of 
our resources and agree that this approach to our Annual Meeting will make it easy to gather people in a 

more cost-effective way while accomplishing more within a shorter timeframe. 
 

I also feel very strongly that gathering as a diocese in-person plays a very important role in keeping us 
connected and united as the Body of Christ. It is essential to the life of the church to gather regularly to 

worship and be in fellowship with one another. For 2023, this diocesan gathering will take place January 27-
28 in Salem. This first gathering had to be scheduled in January owing to challenges in reserving the 
space. Future diocesan gatherings will be planned for the Spring. The purpose of the diocesan gathering will 

be to share with one another our ministries, to welcome a guest speaker who will help deepen our Christian 
formation around a specific theme, and to celebrate and give thanks. 

 

Information regarding registration for the online Annual Meeting of the Convention will be emailed out 

directly to delegates in early fall. The meeting will also be live streamed, as in the past, for those who would 
like to be present as observers.   
 

These times challenge us to demonstrate resilience as we innovate and create.  I delight in the ways that our 
innovation reveals to us better ways to conduct the business of our diocese.   

 
For more information about the Annual Meeting of the Convention, please visit 

https://convention.diocese-oregon.org/ . 

Blessings, +Diana 
 

 

https://convention.diocese-oregon.org/


Robert Cribbins thanks you all for your support and prayers.  He’s the ecstatic 

owner of this new-to-him car.  Congrats, Robert! 
   

                 
 

 
 

 

Eve Gederos Birthday - October 2 

Caroline Stewart Birthday - October 3 

Larry O’Neal Birthday - October 5 

Patti Nichols Birthday - October 6 

Kerri Coldren - October 9 

Dedee Ousley Birthday - October 15 

Jill Boyd Birthday - October 15 

Virginia & Larry O’Neal Anniversary - October 18 

Nancy Cross Birthday - October 19 

Carol Flaherty Birthday - October 19 

Fran Whitaker Birthday - October 21 

**November Newsletter Submissions Deadline is Friday, October 21st** 

  October Birthdays     

  and Anniversaries 


